THE  SOCIAL BACKGROUND
astrology is useless and therefore wicked. To flatterers a whole
book is given, for the prince could have no deadlier enemy
about him than a flatterer. John discussed the question with
originality, observing that as the world is a stage, when one
actor is deprived of his part another's automatically goes with
it, and instancing the inevitable suicide of Cleopatra when
Antony would not speak Csesar's lines.
But these are minor ills when they are compared with the
fundamental error of misconceiving the purpose of the State,
and the source and nature of its power. The end of the State
is security, and life is secure only to those citizens who can
perceive truth and practise virtue. Thus the immediate aim
of the State, rather than its ultimate end, is to bring into being
a society in which the perception of truth and the practice of
virtue shall be helped and not hindered by the environment of
the citizen. The condition of this attainment is the close
co-ordination and harmony of spiritual and temporal power,
which, in turn, cannot be achieved without a true understanding
of the nature of both.
The State is a functional organism. It can thus be compared
with the human body. In a lengthy commentary on the
Institutio Trajani, eked out by a sentence by sentence commen-
tary of Deuteronomy, John proceeds to make the comparison
in considerable detail. The soul is the priesthood, the head is
the prince, the heart is the senate, the eyes, ears, and tongue are
the judges, the hands are soldiers, the sides are courtiers, and
the feet are husbandmen. Pages and pages of discussion follow,
illustrated profusely from Scripture, mythology, ancient
history, but also contemporary events. But if the soul is the
priesthood and the head is the prince the superiority of the
priesthood follows. In the body the soul guides and the brain
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